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able to compete with Japanese oil from the same island (see
note at p. 592). The fisheries and fish- and crab-canneries
supply a large and increasing surplus for export each year,
and salt for the industry is now imported from mines near the
Arctic shores. In 1934 zinc was being exported by sea from
Tetiakha, north of Vladivostock, and in the future it will
probably be possible to export coal from the Suchan, Bureia, *
and Sakhalin mines, and iron, steel, and non-ferrous metal
products from the new industrial centres.
Although political tension on the Manchurian frontier and
the Japanese development of the port of Darien have hindered
the progress of Vladivostock's trade, this port continues to
export timber, fish, and canned goods in considerable quan-
tities, and to import tea.
Trade with China is carried on now largely by road, across
Sinkiang. But in normal times the Pacific coast trade was
important. Russia was the first European nation to establish
direct trading relations with China, and is the most important
importer of China tea, although the growth of Soviet planta-
tions in Georgia has already done much to reduce these
imports.
The U.S.S.R. also imports foodstuffs and raw materials,
and exports oil (mainly kerosene), textiles, agricultural
machinery, tobacco, and timber.
India also exports some tea to the Soviet Union (although
before 1940 this trade was gradually decreasing) together
with jute and jute products. Petroleum, particularly kerosene,
is sold to India, as well as soda and soda products. Much of
the trade with India is, however, carried on through Britain.
Tea and jute, for example, are re-exported from England.
The Soviet Union supplies Afghanistan, Iran, and Iraq
with sugar, textiles, and glass, while Palestine imports oil and
wood for the making of packing-cases for oranges. Egypt
enjoys a very favourable geographical position in relation to
the U.S.S.R., and normally imported timber, petroleum, coal,
and textiles. But the actual volume of trade between the two
countries was very small. Tropical products (e.g., tin and
rubber from the Dutch East Indies) were shipped to the